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LETTERS  OF  BOSWELL

at Grantham, there was a pretty brisk gale, which
shook them, but now Reason, that steady builder and
overseer, has set them firm ; or they have proved to be
better than I thought them, for my enclosures are in
as good order as ever. I thank you however for your
friendly props; your kind counsels pleased me much.

Franklin has written upon stilling the waves of the
ocean by oil, as I see you would quiet the turbulent
Americans by lenient measures.

Your soft admonitions would at any time calm the
tempests of my soul. I told you that my arguments
for concubinage were only for theory; the patriarchs
might have a plurality, because they were not taught
that it was wrong ; but I, who have always been taught
that it is wrong, cannot have the same enjoyment with-
out an impression of its being so, and consequently
without [my moral sense suffering]. But is not this
prejudice ? Be it so.

I think I told you in my last that I am proud of
having such a friend, when I read your elegant letter
upon Mr. Johnson's Journey, and other subjects : I am
prouder to-day. Mr. Mason concludes his "-Life of
Gray " with a character of him, which he says is well
written, and which he says he has taken from the
London Magazine. He mentions it as by an anony-
mous writer. What is it, think you, but a character
of Gray written by you to me in a letter soon after his
death, and which I greatly admired, and copied out
for the Magazine, of which I am a proprietor ? It
appears to great advantage as the peroration of Mason's
" Life of Gray," and Mason has written several notes
upon it. If you are not to have the book sent down
to you by Lord Lisburne immediately, I will have the
character and notes reprinted in a newspaper, and send
you a copy, Mr. Mason must be informed who it is